Letter to Senator Durbin and Representatives DeFazio, Carson, Ryan and
Slaughter Supporting Efforts to Introduce Public Protections on the
Privatization of Transportation Assets

June 29, 2011

The Honorable Richard Durbin
711 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Richard Durbin,

We write to support your efforts for responsible rules governing public-private
partnerships for existing transportation infrastructure.

With so many of our nation’s roads, bridges, transit, rail and other infrastructure in
a state of disrepair, America needs major investment in our transportation assets
and their operation. Given the increased interest and activity in public-private
partnerships (PPPs) for leases, sales and concessions of transportation assets, we
the undersigned call in support of Congress to create a set of ground rules.

When it comes to America’s existing transportation assets, these rules should:

e Provide a clear process for investors, other stakeholders and the public alike.

e Ensure taxpayers receive value for past investments in these assets.

e Make transparent the anticipated effects of proposed PPPs for user fees and
workers at these assets.

e Ensure plans for adequate maintenance and operation of public assets and
their return in a state of good repair.

e C(reate rules for assets to revert to public control in event of bankruptcy.

¢ Eliminate possible conflicts of interest.

e Assess whether the transaction creates better public and financial benefit
than a similar transaction using public financing.

e Ensure that the nation’s interstate commerce, public health, environment, or
homeland security will not be adversely impacted.

We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
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